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auspices, increased it from 8,400 to 25,000; his suc-
cessor obtained permission from his suzerain, bliss-
fully unconscious of the use to which the troops
would soon be put, to raise the number to 30,000.
He then bought a large supply of the Prussian
breechloaders, which had just done such signal ser-
vice against the Austrians, and borrowed Prussian
instructors to train his raw levies on the most
approved model The Roumanian army soon be-
came an important factor in the politics of the
Balkan Peninsula; and, before its creator had been
many years on the throne, it had proved, beneath the
walls of Plevna, that it was capable, under proper
guidance, of great military achievements. The assist-
ance of Roumania has become an object of consider-
able value in any war in the East; and, in addition
to her very efficient army, she now, alone of the
Balkan States, possesses the nucleus of a navy.
Even the great military Powers of the Triple Alliance
would not disdain the aid of a nation at once so well
armed and so opportunely placed.

The Eastern Question, which became acute in
1876, naturally affected the interests of Roumania in
the most vital manner. Under the rule of Prince
Charles, she had accustomed herself to consider the
suzerainty of the Sultan as a mere form ; and accord-
ingly when Midhat's abortive constitution proclaimed
the unity and indivisibility of the Turkish Empire,
Including the privileged provinces, and gave the
name of Ottomans to the Sultan's subjects and vassals
of every race and creed, the indignation at Bucharest
knew no bounds. Roumania, which had taken no